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COPIES of the Correspondence between the Guardians of the Dunfanaghy 
Union and the Poor Law Commissioners respecting the State of that District : 
And, of the Report of Mr. Hamilton, the Poor Law Inspector. 



(No. 48, M. 1858. — Dunfanaghy Union.) 

No. 1.— Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. R. Hamilton, Poor Law 
Inspector. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

16 February 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland, transmit to you herewith an extract from the “ Freeman’s Journal" 
of the 12th instant, containing statements relative to alleged distress in the 
districts of Gweedore and Clouglianeely, and the Commissioners request that 
you will be so good as to report to them in reference to the statements 
contained in the extract, and on the condition and prospects of the peasantry 
in the districts referred to. 



By order of the Commissioners, 

To Richard Hanulton, Esq., B. Batiks, Chief Clerk. 

Poor Law Inspector, Strabane. 



No. 2.— Extract from the “Freeman’s Journal,” of 12 February 1858, 
enclosed in the foregoing. 

Gweedore and C lough aneely Relief Fund. 

At a meeting held in Dunfanaghy, on the 18th January, 1858, for the pur- 
pose of devising the best means of alleviating the distress among the peasants 
of Gweedore and Cloughaneely, the Very Rev. Hugh M‘Fadden, P. P. and V. F., 
of the united parishes of Tuiiaughobegly and Raymunterdoney, in the chair, 
the following Resolutions were put and unanimously adopted : — 

1. Resolved — That the deplorable state of Gweedore and Cloughaneely call 
for the prompt interference of the charitable and humane, and that this 
meeting appeal to the sympathies of our countrymen, of every class and deno- 
mination, for funds to enable us to relieve the peasants of these districts, who 
are at present undergoing the most indescribable sufferings and privations. 

2. Resolved — That the Rev. Daniel M‘Gee, P. P., Gweedore ; the Rev. Hugh 
M'Fadden, P. P., Cloughaneely ; the Rev. J. Doherty, P. P., Rossgull ; the 
Rev. James M'Fadden, C.C., Cloughaneely; the Rev. Bernard M f Monagle, C.C., 
and the Rev. J. M'Groarty, C. C., both of Doe, be constituted into a local 
committee, with powers to allocate and distribute for the relief of those in 
distress, whatever funds may be received through our appeal to the public. 

3. Resolved — That the Rev. Daniel M c Gee, P. P., Gweedore, be appointed 
treasurer of these funds. 

4. Resolved — That the Rev. John Doherty, P. P., Carrigart, Strabane, be 
appointed honorary secretary. 

5. Resolved — That this committee meet every fortnight, for the purpose of 
disposing of the funds on hands, and of conferring for the benefit of those 
in distress. 

ip8. a 2 6* Resolved — 
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6. Resolved — That these resolutions and appeal be printed in all the provincial 
and metropolitan newspapers favourable to our cause. 

Appeal. 

Countrymen and Fellow-Christians— In the wilds of Donegal, down 
in the bogs and glens of Gweedore and Cloughaneeiy, thousands upon thousands 
of human beings, made after the image and likeness of God, are perishing, or 
next to perishing, amid squalidness and misery, for want of food and clothing, 
far away from human aid and pity. On behalf of these famishing victims of 
oppression and persecution, we venture to appeal to your kind sympathies and 
religious feelings, and hope that, for the sake of Him who bore our infirmities, 
you will share with us their distress by lending some substantial assistance to 
enable us to relieve their wretchedness, and rescue them from death and star- 
vation. The ground of this appeal is simple, and may be thus simply 
told : — 

The districts of Gweedore and Cloughaneeiy are the bleakest and most 
mountainous in Donegal or in Ireland. The entire surface is broken up by huge, 
abrupt, and irregular hills of granite, covered with a texture of stunted heath, 
while the space between is but a shaking and spongy marsh. The inhabitants 
of these wilds are all Celts of the “ pure old race, with the pure old faith,” 
who cultivate small patches of arable land along the shores or claddagh, on 
which their wretched cabins are built, and subsist principally by rearing stock 
and grazing sheep on the steep sides of their mountains and in their hollow 
glens. The increase of the flocks they sold to meet the landlord’s rent and 
the other exigencies of life ; while of the wool of their sheep they manufactured 
frieze and tammy as clothing for the male and female members of their families 
respectively. Thus, from time immemorial, they lived in the enjoyment of 
these wild mountains, leading a most innocent and peaceable rural life, warm 
and faithful in their friendships, while their attachment to the old faith was 
stronger than death. Last year brought a sad change on these warm-hearted 
peasants. All the landlords . of these districts, save one, simultaneously 
deprived them of their mountains, giving them to Scotch and English graziers 
for sheep-walks, and, at the same time, doubled, trebled, and in many 
instances quadrupled, the rents on the miserable patches left them. These ' 
mountains, so unjustly pressed from the unfortunate natives, were peopled 
with Scotch and English sheep. But, sadder still, the strange sheep im- 
ported to these mountains throve not. Last winter was very prejudicial to 
sheep, particularly under Scotch treatment; the Donegal mountains proved 
treacherous, and their tracts devious to strangers. The sheep recently placed 
on this strange pasturage were prone, from their natural instinct, to wander, 
and the Scotch shepherds were supinely negligent in the duties of their calling. 
The natural consequence was that large numbers of the sheep strayed ; large 
numbers of them were lost in bog-holes ; and large numbers perished through 
the inclemency of the winter and the want of proper care. During the penal 
laws, we are told that grand jury levies were made upon Irish catholics for 
losses sustained by protestant merchants at the hands of catholic powers with 
whom England might happen to be then at war. It must have been in the 
same spirit that, in order to recompense these losses of the Scotch and English 
graziers, an enormous and unjust grand jury warrant was obtained against these 
innocent Celts. And in order, moreover, to carry out this iniquitous enactment, 
and the more effectually to secure the adverse and unjust possession of these 
mountains, an extra force of constabulary was, at the instance of these land- 
lords, ordered to these districts, for whose support a most ruinous tax has been 
imposed on the wretched inhabitants. In short, by those and similarly unjust 
and arbitrary proceedings, the sum of about 3,000 1. has been levied on the 
poorest and most miserable district on God’s earth. Already the law officials, 
backed by 300 constabulary have, at the bayonet’s point, collected the last 
farthing of this enormously disproportioned levy. The poor shivering and 
famishing peasants, under the terror of an , armed force, wielded by officials 
without feeling or humanity, were obliged to sell their little scanty bins of 
potatoes and small stacks of rye and corn, to meet this merciless demand. It 
is almost incredible the means these poor creatures resorted to, in order to 
make up the necessary sum. Many went 30 miles to borrow or beg the money 

from 
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from their friends ; many sold their kitchen furniture and utensils ; and even 
mothers were known to have sold their cradles. It was, truly, a sight to make 
angels weep, to see the poor helpless fathers, amidst the tears and wailings of 
their more helpless wives and hungry children, parting with the last stone of 
their potatoes and other necessaries of life to pay this iniquitous tax. The 
stalwart and robust peasantry could do nothing but weep, the womanly hearts 
of the mothers were rung with agony, and the ragged children, poor innocent 
things, bewailed, in loud cries and convulsive sobs, their forlorn lot. And we 
who witnessed these scenes oi woe, are not ashamed to confess that we too 
shed tears, unavailing tears, of pity and sympathy for them. But there was 
no remedy. Like Herod’s savage massacre of the Innocents, the warrant was 
unfeelingly executed. The foul and dastardly deed was perpetrated, consum- 
mated. And thus the food of some thousand families has been swept away, 
and their only means of supporting and clothing themselves cruelly pressed 
from them. Whether the object of the landlord’s harsh and tyrannical treat- 
ment to these poor peasants is to crush them out or wring from them a larger 
revenue, we will not stop to inquire ; but we have no hesitation in saying that, 
unless they are assisted in their present distress, they must sink under the 
weight of their misery, must be blotted out of existence, and that their once 
happy homes will become walks for Scotch and English hoggets. They are 
now, at all events, in consequence of such treatment, perishing of hunger and 
nakedness, in their damp and comfortless cabins. But we will venture a little 
into detail : — 

There are at this moment 800 families subsisting on seaweed, crabs, cockles, 
or any other edible matter they can pick up along the seashore, or scrape off 
the rocks. There are about 600 adults of both sexes, who, through sheer 
poverty, are now going barefooted, amidst the inclemency of the season, on this 
bleak northern coast. There are about 700 families that have neither bed nor 
bed clothes, but are forced to lie on the cold damp earth in the rags worn by 
them during the day. There are about 800 families without a second bed, 
fathers and mothers, sons and daughters being huddled together, as best they 
can. Thousands of the male population have only one cotton shirt, and wear 
none while, it is being washed, while thousands have not even one. The 
females are still in a worse condition. There are about 400 families, in which 
there may be half-a-dozen of full grown females, who have only one dress 
among them in which they can appear in public ; mothers and daughters alter- 
nately using this common wardrobe when they go out of doors. There are 
about 600 families who have now neither cow, sheep, nor goat, and who, from 
the beginning of the year to its close, hardly ever know the taste of milk or 
butter. There are thousands of youths, of both sexes, verging on the age 
of puberty, who are sc partially and scantily clothed that modesty forbids 
one to look at them ; they are only objects for the eye of charity. We 
will not, though we could, go further into particulars, but on behalf of 
those, and these, and all appeal for funds to enable us to assist them in their 
respective wants. And we appeal in the name of Him who said, “ Deal thy 
bread to the hungry,” “ Clothe the naked,” “ Give drink to the thirsty, “ Sell 
what you possess and give alms to the poor.” The Son of God asks your alms 
in the person of those’ perishing peasants. He is hungry, will you give him to 
eat ? He is thirsty, will you give him to drink ? He is naked, will you clothe 
him ? Do it to them, and you do it to Him. For he says Himself, “ for as 
long as you did it to one of these, my least brethren, you did it to me.” We 
appeal to father and mothers, with fond and promising children, and request 
that “as you would that others would act to your children if they were in 
want, act you to the desolate families in the wilds of Donegal. We appeal to 
the chaste and virtuous young ladies of Ireland, and say, “ as you value that 
priceless ornament of your sex, maiden modesty, and as you know what it is to 
put female delicacy rudely to the blush, for want of sufficient clothing, grant 
us of your superfluous dresses wherewith to enable' us to buy plain dresses for 
these half-dressed girls of Donegal. Both we and they will pray that God 
may screen you from all shame and confusion.” And finally, before all, and 
beyond all, we appeal to the patriotic young men of Ireland. This fine old. 
Celtic race is about being crushed aside to make room for Scotch and English 
sheep. We appeal to vour noble and generous feelings, as men and patriots, 
to assist us in our efforts to prevent their total extinction. We declare it m 
the face of the world as our solemn conviction that, in tne- sight ot God and 

1 98 . A 3 man. 
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man, there is not a more precious offering than alms from the patriot’s mus- 
cular hand, when given for the love of country and the relief of his kind. 

John Doherty , p. p., Carrigart, Rossgull. 

Hugh M'Fadden , p. p., Falcarragh, Cloughaneely. 
Daniel M‘Gee, p, p., Bundeg, Gweedore. 

John O'Donnell, p.h>., Dungloe, Rosses. 

John Flanagan, p. p., Rathmelton. 

Hugh M‘ Fadden, c. c., Allsaints. 

James M l Fadden, c.c., Falcarragh, Cloughaneely. 
Bernard M‘Monagle, c.c. Dunfanaghy, Doe. 

John M ( Groarty, c. c. Cashelmore Doe. 

Hugh Cullen, c. c., Rossgull. 



(No. 4471, 1858.) 

No. 3.-— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, 
dated 16th February 1858. 

Resolved, That having seen, with regret and astonishment in the newspapers, 
an appeal signed by 10 Roman-catholic clergymen, setting forth a dreadful 
state of destitution at present existing in this union, we consider ourselves 
called on, as the guardians of the poor, both from our own local knowledge 
and upon inquiry, to say such a statement is quite false and without any foun- 
dation ; and we think we are borne out in this by the fact of having only twenty- 
two paupers in the workhouse, from the entire union. 

As this appeal has been published for the purpose of raising money, we 
request the Poor Law Commissioners wall direct Mr. Hamilton, their inspector, 
to inquire into the state of this union ; and if found untrue (as we confidently 
affirm, that the people are better off this season than they have been since the 
famine year), we hope the Commissioners will publicly contradict the state- 
ment referred to, as it is alike offensive to the people and unjust to the 
guardians. 

Ordered, That the clerk forward to the Poor Law Commissioners a copy of 
the statement referred to, and a return of the paupers chargeable to the several 
electoral divisions of the union. 



Documents referred to in the above Resolution,: 

I. Appeal by Roman-catholic Clergymen ( see No. 2, extract from “ Freeman’s Journal” 

of 12th February 1858.) 

II. Return of Paupers chargeable to the several Electoral Divisions of the Union. 

Dunfanaghy Union. 



Number of Persons who received Relief in the Union during the Seven Days preceding 
Saturday the 13th day of February 1858. 



RELIEVED AND CHARGEABLE TO 



Dunfanaghy Electoral Division - 
Ards 

Creenasmear 
Creeslough 
Doe Castle 
Cross-roads 
Dunlewy - 
Magheraclogher 
Meenacladdy - 
Gortahork 
Union at large - 



Tota 



IN THE 
WORKHOUSE. 



By order, 

Patrick Coll, Union Clerk. 
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(No. 4471, 1858.) 

No. 4. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 22 February 1858. 

• The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland have had before them the resolution contained in Minutes of Proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of Dunfanaghy Union on the 16th instant, forwarding 
a printed document, signed by ten Roman Catholic clergymen, in which it is 
alleged that a dreadful state of destitution exists in certain districts of the 
union, and requesting the Commissioners to instruct their inspector, Mr. R. 
Hamilton, to make inquiry on the subject, the guardians being of opinion that 
the statements in the document are not borne out by fact, there being at present 
but 22 paupers in the workhouse from the entire union. 

In reference thereto the Commissioners desire to state that prior to the 
receipt of the guardians’ minutes, their attention having been attracted by the 
allegations in question, the Commissioners had directed Mr. Hamilton to inquire 
into the destitution prevailing in the districts referred to. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

To the Clerk of Dunfanaghy Union. B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 



(No. 5279, 1858.) 

No. 5. — Report from Mr. R. Hamilton , Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Urney, Strabane, 26 February 1858. 

In reference to your letter of the 16th instant, No. 48, M. 1858, trans- 
mitting to me an extract from the “ Freeman’s Journal,” of the 12th instant 
(herewith returned), containing statements relative to alleged distress in the 
districts of Gvveedore and Cloughaneely, of Dunfanaghy Poor Law Union, and 
requesting me to report to you on the subject ; and also with respect to the 
present condition and future prosperity of the peasantry in the localities 
referred to, I have the honour to inform you that, owing to an official engage- 
ment in another part of my district, I was unable to visit Dunfanaghy until 
the 23d instant. 

I attended the meeting of the Board of Guardians held on that day, and I 
found the following resolution had been adopted at their previous meeting: 
“ That having seen with regret and astonishment in the newspapers an appeal, 
signed by ten Roman Catholic clergymen, setting forth a dreadful state of 
destitution at present existing in this union, we consider ourselves called on as 
guardians of the poor, both from our local knowledge, and on inquiry, to say 
such statement is wholly false and without foundation, and we think we are 
borne out in this assertion by the fact of having only 22 paupers in the 
workhouse from the entire union, and as this appeal has been published for 
the purpose,, of raising money, we request the Poor Law Commissioners will 
direct Mr. Hamilton, their inspector, to inquire into the state of this union, and 
if found, as we confidently affirm it will be, that the people are better off this 
season than they have been since the famine year, we hope the Commissioners 
will publicly contradict the statement made, as it is alike offensive to the people 
and unjust towards the guardians.” - . 

The representations of distress in the locality appear to be the subject ot 
controversy, and therefore I determined to take evidence on oath, and here- 
with submit the Minutes. , 

In the first instance, I examined the four elected guardians present at the 
meeting of the 23d, viz.: Mr. Olpherts, Mr. Ingram, Mr. Ramsay, Mr. 
M f Clean. 

No. 1. — Mr. Olpherts resides in Cloughaneely, but I may observe he is not 
Mr. Wybrants Olpherts, the Vice-chairman of. the. Board. I believe he is well 
acquainted with the condition of the people in his neighbourhood He swears 
that tc he is. decidedly of opinion the peasantry in his neighbourhood are better 
off this year than they have been any year since the famine ; and he con- 

108 . a 4 fidentiy 
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fidently swears there is not a family in Cloughaneely compelled from want to 
live on food collected on the seashore. He further swears that the people are 
better clothed this year than they have been for some years past. He also 
swears that he believes the supply of potatoes in the hands of the peasantry of 
Cloughaneely is more than they will be able to consume. 

No. 2. — Mr. Ramsay, the principal food merchant in the town of Dun- 
fanaghy, swears that the demand for provisions this year is decidedly less 
than it has been for some years past, and states that this is owing to "the 
good crops of last harvest. 

He swears there has been no increase in the number of beggars in the 
town of Dunfanaghy this year, and that as far as he knows the condition 
and prospects of the peasantry is better this year than it has been for some 
time past. 

No ' 3 ;~ Mr - Clean, a resident of the town of Dunfanaghy, swears that he 
is of opinion the people are as well off this 3'ear, if not better, than they have 
been for some years years past; he also swears that he has not seen the 
slightest appearance of any case of real destitution in the town of 
Dunfanaghy. 



No. 4. — Mr. Ingram swears that he considers the condition of the people 
decidedly better this year than he ever recollects it ; the potato crop was most 
abundant, and the oat crop excellent. He further saj's he has not observed a 
single case of destitution in the union ; and the clothing of the people is 
decidedly better than it has been for some time past. 



No. 5.— The clerk and master of the workhouse appears to have held the 
situation since the year ] 841. He swears that on all occasions the hoard of 
guardians have freely admitted destitute persons to the workhouse, and that it 
is two years since they have refused an application for relief. 



Only 27 persons appear to have applied for relief since last harvest, and they 
were all admitted, and no applications for provisional relief have been made at 
the workhouse ; the master says that if distress “ such as is described” in the 
appeal he has read existed in the Gweedore and Cloughaneely districts, he is 
satisfied the people would seek relief in the workhouse, as they did during the 
famine years. He swears that the dietary table at present in use in the work- 
house, is quite sufficient for the several classes. 



The relieving officer of the union, whose duty it is to be thoroughly 
acquainted with the condition of the people, swears that he is not aware of 
there being any urgent distress at the union at the present time, and on his 
last visit to the Gweedore district, he saw no extraordinary distress, and no 
applies uons were made to him for relief. He says he has known the Gweedore 
distiictfor the last 20 years, and he believes the people never were better off 

rrfterinn ya t e *?“■ y6a f ■ He also sa >' s that the cloth ™8' of the people is no 
critenon as to their real circumstances. r 1 



, Dunfanaghy union contains an area of 125,667 acres, is valued at 
u,7lo l . , and according to the census of 1851, has a population of 17)320. 

The number of inmates in the workhouse appear to have been in : 



February 1856 


41. 


February 1857 


28. 


February 1858 


22. 



The following table gives you the particulars for each electoral division, 
also the number of inhabited houses according to the census of 1851. 



and 



A Return 
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DUNFANAGHY UNION. 



A Return showing the Area, Valuation, Population, &c., of tile several Electoral Divisions. 



ELECTORAL 


AREA. 










Inhabited 


Paupers in Workhouse. 


DIVISIONS. 










Houses, 

1851. 


February, 

1856. 


February, 

1857. 


February, 

1858. 


Dunfanaghy - 


A, r. p. 
9,711 1 19 


£. s. d. 
2,333 13 - 


M. 

1,119 


F. 

1,173 ' 


Total. 

2,292 


325 


10 


6 


6 


Ards - 


5,214 3 20 


1,600 - - 


548 


577 


1,125 


171 


- j 


- 


- 


Creenasmena 


8,342 0 8 


617 12 - 


427 


446 


873 


140 


7 


7 


7 


Creeslough - 


5,324 0 34 


797 19 - 


667 


716 


1,383 


250 


6 


4 


2 


Doe Castle - 


3,634 0 6 


556 10 - 


276 


332 


608 


114 


10 


2 


2 


Crossroads 


23,228 1 25 


2,086 11 - 


1,459 


1,629 


3,088 


557 


6 


7 


3 


Dunlcwy 


22,865 1 26 


628 3 - 


673 


745 


1,418 


262 


1 


1 


2 


Mahemelogliea 


24,082 0 21 


967 10 8 


1,318 


1,359 


2,677 


502 


1 


1 


- 


Meenacladdy - 


10,024 1 13 


386 17 - 


787 


781 


1,568 


285 


- 


- - 


- 


Gortaliork 


13,240 3 5 


741 4 - 


1,089 


1,199 


2,288 


377 






- 


Total - - - 


125,667 2 17 


10,715 19 8 


8,363 


8,957 


17,320 


2,983 


41 


28 


22 



23 February 1858. Patrick Coll, Clerk of Union-. 



The document sent to me is signed by 10 Roman Catholic clergymen, but I 
am informed only four of them reside in the union, viz. : — 

Rev. Hugh M c Fadden. P. P. 

Rev. Daniel Magee, P. P. 

Rev. Berd. M c Monagle, C. C. 

Rev. James M'Fadden, C. C. 

I called on these gentlemen for the purpose of getting information as to the 
particular localities in which distress existed, but I did not find any of them at 
home ; however, I met the Rev. Mr. M'Fadden, P. P., and I told him I was 
making inquiry respecting the destitution described in an appeal which he had 
signed, and asked him to mention the localities in which the greatest destitu- 
tion existed. He said “ it was general,” and attributed it to excessive taxation, 
and to the landlords having raised their rents. I asked Mr. M‘Fadden why 
the people did not apply for relief in the workhouse if destitution existed to the 
extent described. He said that in consequence of the “ Gregory Clause” they 
could not be relieved under the poor law. 

I took Daniel Gallagher, who has been the poor-rate collector in the 
Gweedore and Cloughaneely districts (and also county cess collector) since the 
year 1847, with me to Gweedore. From the nature of the duties he has had to 
discharge, I considered that {ie must be intimately acquainted with the con- 
dition of the people in his district, and I may observe that he resides in the 
centre of Cloughaneely. ... 

In passing through Cloughaneely, Gallagher described to me the condition or 
the peasantry on the different estates in that district, and you will see by his 
evidence, No. 7, “that he swears that since the famine of 1846, he never saw 
the people of Cloughaneely better off ; that the potato crop of last year was 
most abundant, and that in' the course of his travels through his district he has 
not met with any case of destitution. He says there are some poor people on 
Mr. Nixon’s property in Crossroads division, but he says there is nothing like 
destitution amongst them; and he swears that there are no families in Clougha- 
neely living on food collected on the sea-shore.” He says he never saw the 
people of Cloughaneely better clothed than they are at present, and in this 
i Q 8. B respect 
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respect he describes the tenantry on Mr. Wybrants Olpherts’ estate as being 
the most comfortable. 

At Crossroads I called at the Police Barrack, with the view of taking the 
evidence of the head constable respecting the condition of the people in his 
district j but he did not like to give evidence on oath without an order from his 
officer ; however, he stated that he was well acquainted with the condition of 
the people in Cloughaneely ; that in the discharge of his duty he had to be 
continually amongst them. He said that they never were better off than they 
are this year ; that no destitution existed ; that last year’s crop of potatoes was 
more than usually abundant, and that there was no ground for the representa- 
tions of destitution. 

I have received a letter from the Rev. Mr. Stewart, the Protestant rector of 
Tullaghobigly, in which parish Cloughaneely is situated, and as Mr. Stewart 
appears to have been making inquiry respecting the condition of the people, I* 
give his letter in full : 

“ Sir, “ Tullaghobigly, 25 February 1858. 

c ‘ Since reading in the newspapers the fearful accounts of the miserable state 
of destitution and nakedness to which a large number of the inhabitants of this 
parish are said to be reduced, I have been making diligent inquiries on the 
subject from people likely to be well-informed on the point, and from their 
opinion, as well as from my own knowledge of the country extending over a 
good many years, I would say that: there is hardly any foundation for the 
report above referred to ; on the contrary, although unfortunately there is 
always more or less distress among so large a population as ours, still it is 
generally admitted there is less than usually this year. They had a fair crop 
of potatoes, last season, and along the shores where the largest . population is 
situated, they make a great deal of kelp, for which there was a fine price, and 
I have no hesitation in saying that there is much less distress in the parish 
of Tullaghobigly this year than there has been any year since 1847, the 
famine year. 

(signedj Ci A. Stewart” 

The potato crop, and also the com crop of last year, appear to have been 
unusually, abundant, and as no levy has been made on Cloughaneely for either 
extra police or for the malicious destruction of sheep (the assessments having 
been exclusively on Gweedore district), I am satisfied that little or no 
destitution at present exists in that portion of the union, and that the pros- 
pects of the peasantry in it are as good, if not better, than they have been for 
some years past. 

I started from the Gweedore Hotel at an early hour on Wednesday morning 
with collector Gallagher, and I desired him to bring me to, what he considered, 
the poorest villages in the Gweedore district. You will observe that he swears 
he considers the places visited by me to be the worst or most destitute part of 
the district. 

I went through the following townlands : Ardnagappery, Magheraclogher 
Magh eragallen, Berrybeg, Stranacoreragh, Lunniragh, Carrick, . iStrameekil- 
martin, Bunbeg, Knockustoler, Dore, Ardans, Meenderygamph, and I went 
into the poorest looking cabins. 

In almost every house I visited during the early part of the morning, I found 
from two to five or six head of cattle living in the same apartment with the 
people ; and in several instances the manure heap was close to the bed on ; 
which the people were sleeping. Their beds appear to be very wretched, prin- 
cipally straw, but they all seemed to have bed-clothes. I did not see the 
appearance of any family having slept on the floor. I believe the bedding or 
clothing or the people is no criterion as to their real circumstances.. 

. visited one house in Crossroads electoral division, and I was credibly 
informed, the owner of it had 20 cows, 9 pigs, 2 horses,. and 40 sheep, and 
1 tmnk the inmates of this house were as dirty, as badly clothed, and 
had as few comforts as the majority of the Gweedore people, 

I. should have mentioned that in my walk through the villages, I was accom- 
panied by the head constable of constabulary, a most intelligent officer, who 
had been appointed by the Government county cess collector, and had 
collected the extraordinary taxes levied on the district (the particulars of which 

I will 
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I will give you in this report). He has been stationed for several years at 
Gweedore, and is well acquainted with the circumstances of every family in it 
You will observe that he swears, as well as collector Gallagher that the 
townlands visited by me are about the poorest in his district. ’ 

I found potatoes at every house, either stored inside or in pits outside the 
premises ; and I saw an abundance of potatoes pitted in the fields throughout 
the whole of the district, and there was unmistakeable marks of cattle in 
almost all the dwellings. 

A man, named Daniel M‘ Bride, accompanied me for upwards of three hours ; 
his object was evidently to exaggerate the destitution of the people. He told 
me he was intimately acquainted with the circumstances of every family in the 
locality. I asked him to bring me to any family who were subsisting on food 
collected on the sea-shore. He said, “ He did not know any family in the 
neighbourhood at present living on that kind of food, but that before long there 
would be plenty living on it.” 

You will observe that head constable Young and collector Gallagher swear 
that they heard this statement, and I think it is an important one in connexion 
with my inquiry. 

Except the children of one family, I did not see a single person with the 
appearance of having suffered from the want of wholesome food, and on inquiry 
respecting that family, I found the father was in no want ; but the mother of 
the children was dead, and they had a stepmother. 

In the course of my walk I did not see a delicate looking person, nor did I 
meet with a case of sickness in any of the houses ; and I think the population 
were as well if not better clothed than the peasantry along other parts of the 
west coast of Ireland. I saw no person without sufficient covering : the majority 
of the people had no shoes, but that is not an unusual circumstance in the 
county Donegal. 

The external appearance of the houses is, generally speaking, better than in 
other parts of the county Donegal ; most of them appear to have been newly 
thatched this winter. 

I visited three national schools, Derrybeg, Knockastoler, and Dore. There 
were present in these schools 1 5 7 children, all healthy looking, and, with the 
exception of shoes, sufficiently clothed. 

On referring to the attendance table of last year, I found that in two of the 
schools the attendance of children this year was considerably over what it was 
last year. 

In the other school it was about the same. 

I examined Mr. Cruise, sub-inspector of constabulary in charge of the Gwee- 
dore or Dunfanaghy district. It will be seen from his evidence, No. 9, that he 
has been in the habit of visiting the locality two or three times a month, and 
has had frequent opportunity of becoming thoroughly" acquainted with the 
condition of the peasantry. He swears, “that from all he has seen and heard 
from the men under his command, that the present condition of the people of 
Gweedore (considering the large sums of money levied from them) is as good, 
if not better, than it has been since he came to the district in 1853: He says 

he has personal knowledge of every family, and that he is satisfied, if real 
destitution existed, it must have come under his notice. He says the people, 
generally spealdng, appear to be warmly clothed ; and he does not believe 
there is a single family in the locality living on food collected at the sea- 
shore.” 



No. 10.— Mr. Anderson, the county inspector of constabulary for Donegal, 
states, “ that during the last few days he has been employed making a tour of in- 
spection in the Gweedore portion of his district, and has passed through the most 
remote parts of Gweedore and Cloughaneely. He says that he was to 

see at this season of the year so much appearance of provisions about thfe dwel- 
lings of the people ; and he was also surprised to find the peasantry looking so 
■comfortable. In the course of his drives he did not meet with a single case of 
destitution, nor did he see a single beggar. He says that he made particular _ in- 
quiries at the several police-barracks if any destitution existed in the locality, 
and at each place was informed there was nothing of the kind. 

No. 11.— Captain Dyer, formerly a captain in the 3d Light Dragoons, and a 
gentleman altogether unconnected with the district, says, • that he took the 
s b 2 snooting 
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shooting on Mr. Olpherts’ mountains in July last, and came to Gweedore Hotel 
in August, and has resided there ever since ; that during this period he has been 
constantly through the electoral divisions of Dunlewy, Gortahoik, Meenaclady, 
and Magheraclogher, and has observed the condition of the peasantry. On 
his first arrival he was much struck by the superior appearance of the people, 
as compared with the people of the same class in the county Kerry, where he 
had been residing for the last five years. He appears to have been shooting in 
the county Mayo and the county Galway during the last two years, and he says 
he thinks the peasantry of Gweedore are better clothed and more comfortable 
looking than the peasantry in Erris (Mayo), Connemara, and other parts of 
Galway. He swears that in the whole course of his walks, and he says he has 
been out every day he could get out, that he has not met with a single case of 
real destitution, and that during the whole time he has been at the Gweedore 
Hotel, he has not seen more than three or four beggars. He says that if 
destitution existed to any extent in the district, he must have observed it, 
and that the people never asked him for alms as he passed through the vil- 
lages.” 

No. 12. — Head constable Young swears “that he has known the peasantry of 
the Gweedore district for the past 14 years, and that he is thoroughly acquainted 
with their circumstances ; that he has no hesitation in saying that their 
present condition is as good as he ever saw it ; that the supply of potatoes 
amongst them is abundant, better than it has been for many years, and that he 
does not know a family in the whole of his district in want of wholesome food. 
He also says the clothing 6f the people is not worse this year than it has been, 
and that he never observed a person in Gweedore without sufficient covering.” 

You will observe that I swore Mr. Young as to what occurred in his 
walk with me through the district, and that his evidence corroborates my 
statements. 

From the foregoing statements, you will be able to form a pretty accurate 
idea as to the present condition of the peasantry in the Gweedore district, and 
I have no hesitation in saying that real destitution does not exist to any extent 
in the locality ; but as to the future prospects of the people there, I cannot speak 
with any confidence ; much will depend upon themselves ; for if the outrages 
which have been committed in that district continue, and further taxation be 
rendered necessary, 1 see nothing before them but utter ruin and desolation ; 
and I may here give you the particulars of the outrages referred to, which have 
been committed during the last year, and for which the district has been so 
heavily taxed. 

It appears, in the year 1855, Lord George Hill set a portion -of his mountains 
to an English sheep farmer, and I am informed by his agriculturist that, in 
setting this mountain, he did not deprive his tenantry of any right they had 
hitherto been entitled to. 

In December 1855, sheep were first put on the mountains, and for one year 
they remained there unmolested. 

In January 1857, about 200 of the sheep wgre maliciously destroyed, and 
from that date to the present time, the malicious destruction of sheep has gone 
steadily on. ¥ 

On Lord George Hill’s mountain, about 1,130 sheep have been destroyed; 
and on the estates of Mr. Olpherts and Mr. Woodhouse, about 425, making in 
all 1,555 sheep destroyed. 

The tax called the sheep tax is levied off the district for the purpose of 
paying the owner of those sheep the value of his property thus maliciously 
destroyed. 

There is but one English sheep farmer in the district ; he has still about 
1,300 sheep on the mountains. 

No later than last Saturday 21 sheep were destroyed; the carcases of some 
of which were discovered while I was at the hotel. 

In consequence of these outrages a large additional force of police was sent 
to the district, and you will find in head constable Young’s evidence, the par- 
ticulars respecting the assessment made on the district for this extra police 
force ; and also for compensation for sheep maliciously destroyed. 

- The 
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VALUATION. 


POLICE TAX. 


SHEEP TAX. 


TOTAL. 


Magheraclogher - 
Meenaclady - - _ 

Gortahork, Townland of Kieldrum 
Dunlewy - ... 


£. s. d. 
967 10 8 

386 17 - 
98 4 - 
628 - - 


£. S. d. 
490 4 11 

205 — 4 
19 13 3 
96 1 6 


£. s. d. 
864 12 ' 7 

289 18 9 

35-4 


£. S. d. 

1,354 17 6 
494 10 l 
54 17 3 

96 1 6 


Total - - - £. 


- - - 


811 - - 


1,189 11 8 


2,000 15 4 



°u will. ooserre that the poundage for these assessments, on the valuation 
is on Meenaclady about 1 l. 5 J. 7 d., and Magheraclogher, 1 1.8 s. in the pound’ 
and that these two electoral divisions have to bear nearly the whole of the 
taxation, the outrages having been committed in them. 

No collector could be found to undertake the collection of such taxes and 
the Government, therefore, appointed the head constable of police county cess 
collector, and placed the warrants in his hands. ^ 

It will be seen from his evidence, that with the exception of 16s every 
faithmg of the pobee tax (8 l. 11s.) has been paid to him. He says that at 
him freely d t0 d “ tmm numbers of cattle > but afterwards the money was paid to 

f ?. r tbe mab f>" s detraction of sheep appears to have been laid on 
after the police tax. The head constable says that, with the exception of 15 l 
he expects to have the entire of it (1,1891. 15 s. 4 d.) collected before the 
assizes next week. He says this tax was paid to him freely ; he had scarcely to 
barracks ^ ^ that P eo P^ e brought the money to the police 

Hw aKpear j ^ tbere , 0X15 ® 23 occupiers rated under 4 l. in Maheraclogher 
division and only 12 above that sum. In Meenaclady division 282 occupiers 
under 4 I., and only five above that sum. 

Mr. Uobmson informs me that the rents now paid by the tenants on Lord 
George Hill s estate in very few instances exceed the poor law valuation ■ and 
he says that since he came to the district, the rents never were so well paid bv 
the tenants as this year. r J 

Mr. Robinson is a Scotchman ; he has been employed for the last 16 or 17 
years as agriculturist and general manager on Lord George Hill's estate: and 
he thinks the people of Gweedore are in better circumstances this year than 
they have been any year since he came there ; and he is of opinion they have 
more cattle and provisions, and that there is no destitution whatever. 

He says the clothing of the people is as good this year as it generally is ; that 
he has directions from Lord George Hill to give bedding and flannel to any of 
the tenants requiring it, but no applications have been macfe to him this year 
though the people were in the habit of applying to him during former years! 
He also says, that he has direction to give employment at remunerative wages 
but no one has applied this year for work. He says that the men remain hi a 
state of idleness during the winter months ; and he further states that he pavs 
from 500/. to 600/. yearly to the people on Lord George Hill’s estate for 
woi'sted stockings knit by them. 

I wrote to some of the proprietors of the district for information respecting 
the alleged destitution ; 1 received a letter from Mr. Wybrants Olpherts, Vice- 
Chairman of the Board of Guardians, and proprietor of about one-half of 
Cloughaneely, and a constant resident on his property, in which he says, that 
“with respect to my own property, which is situated in the district called 
Cloughaneely, I know of no distress existing among the tenants ; rents never 
were better paid, and taxes of all sorts. The district of Cloughaneely never was 
accused of destroying the sheep, with the exception of one townland of mine. 
Upper Kieldrum, and consequently had not to pay any tax for them, so that we 
'9 s - »3 have 
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have no reason to be in distress from over-taxation. Maheraclogher and Meena- 
clady electorals, which are in the Gweedore district, paid all the sheep tax 
since 1850. I never had a pauper in the workhouse from my property ; and, if 
I heard of any tenants wanting assistance, I would most willingly give it to them, 
without any appeal to the public. I see no prospect of distress this year, as 
both money, potatoes and meal are plenty ; in fact, I think the district of 
Cloughaneely never was better off. With the exception of a small property I 
purchased in the Incumbered Estates Court in June 1856, I have not raised my 
rents ; this I raised about 2s. 6d. an acre. I allow tenant-right ; and generally 
from 30 to 40 years’ purchase is given to tenants leaving their farms. I never 
distrain a tenant for rent, nor have I ever ejected one.” 

Mr. Foster, agent to Lord George Hill and other proprietors in the district, 
in his letter says, f< As to the statements lately made relative to the state of the 
Gweedore and Cloughaneely district, there is not even a shadow of truth in 
them, as I know the people were not so well, off for a number of years past, and 
it is a doubt to me if they ever were so well off. 

“ As to the rents, every shilling due to Lord George Hill on the 1st November 
was paid me before 10th November ; and the tenants came to the rent office in 
such numbers to pay their rents, I was obliged to get an extra hand to assist 
me in receiving the rents, and several paid me 5 1. notes in mistake for 1 1. notes. 
They had a most extraordinary fine summer to make kelp, and they also got a 
great price for it. The sale of kelp alone brings several thousand pounds to the 
district; and the lobster fishery, lately established, has also been of great assist- 
ance, as the average sale is 500 dozen a week. They had a good crop of 
potatoes last year, and I am certain they never were so well off ; of course the 
payment of the extra police tax, and for the destruction of sheep, has taken a 
very large sum from them, but I am not aware of any tenant in Gweedore having 
sold a cow, horse or sheep, to make those payments. It is most difficult at 
present to get labourers in the Gweedore district, except at exorbitant wages, 
and when there was really distress there was no end of the persons coming to 
look for employment. 

“ It is quite impossible to judge of the state of the people from their appear- 
ance, or the way they live in their houses, as they have not the least idea of 
either cleanliness or comfort, nor do they wish to be improved, or that strangers 
• should come and settle in the country. I know numbers that have at this 
moment several hundred pounds, and you would not suppose, from the appear- 
ance of themselves, houses and families, that they were better off than any of the 
rest.” 

Mr. Stewart, of Horn Head, writes, “I have been all my life resident in the 
Dunfanaghy Union, and I never saw the people more comfortably off than now. 

1 have one townland in the Gweedore district, on which both police tax and 
sheep tax were collected. A tenant, whose annual rent is under 2 L, handed 
me a 10£. note to take my rent from it.” 

From Mr. Woodhouse I have received the following letter : 

“ I hope you will, if possible, afford me an opportunity of seeing you before 
you make your report respecting Dunfanaghy.; with regard to my tenants, I 
never knew them in better circumstances ; I have no dispute with them ; 1 have 
never violated tenant-right I have not evicted any one, or sold any goods as a , 
distress for rent. * 

ce The statements made respecting me in the letters in the e Ulsterman,’ and 
in the petition, &c., are utterly unfounded, so much so, that only my name is 
mentioned ; I could not say that the matters applied to me. 

e£ When I last received Torry rents, three of the tenants owing sums under 

2 /. handed me 10 l. Bank of Ireland notes to take the rent out of, and give the 
difference.” 

Since I commenced to write this report, I have received a letter from the 
medical officer in charge of the Gweedore dispensary district, stating that 
the amount of disease in his district is less than it has been during former 
years. 

I am credibly informed that, with the exception of one tenant in the Gweedore 
district, who was ejected for persisting in keeping a public-house contrary to 
his landlord’s wish, but who was afterwards allowed to return to his house and 
farm, no evictions have taken place on the estates of either Lord George Hill, 
Mr. Wybrants Olpherts’, Colonel Kennedy’s, or Mr. Woodhouse. 

On 
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On my return from Gweedore, I passed through the adjoining union of 
Letterke y, ™ d made particular inquiry respecting the condition of the 
people there, and was informed generally, that they never were better off than 
they are this year, and I saw no appearance of any destitution. A guardian 
who was at the Board on Friday (Mr. MhVuley) asked me if my inquiry was 
in consequence of the representations of distress in Gweedore. I said it was 
He told me he had been well acquainted with . the condition of the peasantry in 
that locality for the last 28 years, and he described the people as living. in the 
most wretched state before Lord George Hill purchased the property 6 I took 
his evidence on oath ; and you will observe that he has visited the locality twice 
during the last three weeks, and from what he saw, he is satisfied the people 
ai-e as well off as they ever were, and that he is quite sure they aremuch 
better off for clothing and bedding than they formerly were. He states he was 
employed as auctioneer, a few weeks ago, to sell a part of a cargo of herrings in 
that neighbourhood ; that all the herrings were at once sold to the people and 
upwards of 500 l. m cash paid down by them ; and he says he could have sold 
four times as much ; and he is satisfied, from the description of . purchasers the 
herrings were bought for the use of the people in the locality. 

On my way to Gweedore, I passed through the Milford Union, and made 
particular inquiry, as to whether unusual distress existed in that district. There 
was a large attendance of guardians present at the Board on Monday - and in 
answer to my inquiry, they adopted the annexed resolution, and it was signed 
by nine elected guardians, and three ex-officio guardians. I have only to add 
that I saw no indication of distress- in that union. ’ 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. Hamilton. 



Milford Union. 

At a Meeting of the Board of Guardians, held on. the 22d day of February 1858 ; 

Present, in the Chair,— Thomas Batt, Esq., J. P., Rathmullen House;— 
Other Guardians,— John Sproule, Esq., J. P., Ramelton; Robert H. Patten, 
“ s< b’ J I,. : ’Oroaghaii House, Tamney, Rathmullen; Mr. George M‘Gowan ■ 
Mr. Collin Reid; Mr. Joseph Dixon; Mr. William Boyle; Mr. Isaac Matson; 
Mr. Robert Stewart; Mr. James William Stewart: Mr. Moses Greffs' • Mr 
Robert Morrow. °° ’ 



Mr Hamilton having expressed a wish that the Guardians of Milford Union 
present this day should state their views relative to the state of destitution in 
their several electoral divisions : 

. Reived ,— That we consider pauperism and destitution in the Milford Union 
is much less than it has been for the last three years ; that the supply of 
provisions is greater, a much larger quantity of oats having been ground into 
meal and stored up by the farmers this season than for some years past ; and 
sound Cr ° P ° f P ° tat0es was lar S er > and of better quality, and is keeping 

(signed) Thomas Batt, Chairman, J. P. 

William Reid, Clerk of Milford Union. 



No. 6. — Minutes of Evidence enclosed in foregoing Report. 

Minutes of Inquiry respecting the present Condition and Prospects of the 
Union’ m ™ e Gweedore aad C'onghaneely Districts of the Dunfanaghy 

^ homa \Olphert, being duly sworn, states,— Am an elected guardian of the 
rtuntanaghy Union; I reside at Corroncannon, Crossroad, in the Cloughaneely 
■ , r . U |, 5 I am nnfinninted with the condition of the peasantry in Meenaclady, 
but 1 have not been there lately. I know the condition of the peasantry in a 
gooa^part of Cloughaneely, and from what I know am decidedly of opinion 
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that they are better off this year than they have been any year since the famine 
and I am confident there is not a family in Cloughaneeiy who are compelled 
from want to live on seaweed, crabs, or other matters collected along the shore. 
It is a constant practice amongst the peasantry to collect particular kinds of 
seaweed, but this is done by all classes, and is no criterion of destitution. The 
people used it occasionally as medicine. 

From my own observation of the people of Cloughaneeiy, I have no hesitation 
in saying that they are better clothed this year than they have been for some 
years past. 

A very small portion of the sheep tax and no police tax has been levied off 
the Cloughaneeiy district. 

About half of Cloughaneeiy is the property of Mr. Wybrants Olphert ; the 
other half belongs to Mr. Steward, of Horn Head, Mr. Nixon, myself, and 
others. The rents were never more freely paid than this year ; I had not to 
ask the tenants for it. A portion of Mr. Wybrants Olphert’ s mountains are set 
to Scotch sheep farmers, but there has not been many sheep killed on them. 

As far as I am aware, the rents have not been raised this year. 

The potato crop of last year was a very abundant crop, better than it was for 
some years past, and the crop seems to have kept well, and I believe there is a 
very large supply in the hands of the peasantry of Cloughaneeiy, more than 
they will be able to consume. I believe the corn crop was also very good. 

Thomas Olphert. 

Sworn before me, this 23d February 1858, 

(signed) R. Hamilton, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



William Ramsay, being duly sworn, states, — I am an elected guardian of 
Dunfanaghy Union, and am a general merchant, and I have been supplying the 
poorer classes in the neighbourhood with all sorts of provisions. The demand 
for provisions from the peasantry this year is decidedly less than it has been 
for some years past, which is owing to a good crop of potatoes and corn. 

There certainly has been no increase in the number of beggars in the town 
of Dunfanaghy this year, and, as far as I know, the condition and prospects 
of the peasantry are better this year than for some years past. 



Sworn before me, this 23d February 1858, 

(signed) R. Hamilton. 



Wm. Ramsay. 



Thomas M'Lean, being duly sworn, states, — A man elected guardian of Dun- 
lanaghy Union, and reside in the town of Dunfanaghy. As far as I know of 
the present state and future prospects of the peasantry of the union, I am of 
opinion the people are as well off this year, if not better, than they have been 
for some years past. I have not seen the slightest appearance of any case of 
real destitution in the town of Dunfanaghy. 



Sworn before me, 

(signed) R. Hamilton , 
22d February 1858. 



Thos. M‘Lean. 



Thomas Ingram, being duly sworn, states, — I am elected guardian of Dun- 
fanaghy Union, and am a land agent. 

lam thoroughly acquainted with the condition of the peasantry in the portion 
of the union I am connected with between Dunfanaghy and Creeslough. The 
condition of the people is decidedly better this year than I ever recollect; 
their potato crop was most abundant, and the oat crop excellent. I have not 
observed a single case of destitution, and the clothing of the people is decidedly 
better than it has been for some time past. 

Sworn before me, this 22d February 1858, 

(signed) R. Hamilton. 

Patrick Coll, being duly sworn, states, — Am clerk of Dunfanaghy Union, and 
also master of workhouse; have held the situation since 1841 ; the Board of 
Guardians have on all occasions freely admitted destitute persons to the work- 
house. It is two years since an applicant was refused relief. 

It 
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It appears there have been but 27 applications for relief since last harvest, 
and they were all admitted. ’ 

There have been no applications latterly by destitute poor people for nrovi- 
sional relief at the workhouse. ^ ^ 

If distress, such as described in the appeal 1 have read, existed in the Gwee- 
dore and Cloughaneely district, I am satisfied the people would seek relief in 
the workhouse, as they did during the famine years : larger numbers applied for 
relief from that part of the union during the famine than from any other part 
of it. As far as my knowledge extends, I think the present condition and 
future prospects of the peasantry are better this year than for some time past 
I think the country is improving. ^ 

The dietary table now handed to you is the one at present in use, and I have 
every reason to believe that the quality of provisions allowed is quite sufficient 
for the respective classes. 

Patrick Coll, 

Clerk, &c., of Dunfanaghy Union. 

Sworn before me, this 22d February 1838, 

R. Hamilton. 



James Friel, being duly sworn, states,— Am relieving-officer for Dunfanaghy 
Union ; have held the. situation since 1847. 

1 am not aware of there being any extraordinary urgent distress in the Union 
at the present time. 

I think a large number of people could not he subsisting on seaweed and 
such matter without my knowledge. It is about six or seven weeks since I 
visited Gweedore and Cloughaneely districts. On that occasion I saw no 
extraordinary distress ; no application was made to me for relief; I saw a few 
beggars, but they would not go into the poor-house. On my oath I did not 
see the least appearance of anything approaching to actual want. 

The people in the Gweedore district were always poor looking, but I do not 
think they are as bad looking this year as they have been in former years. I 
was relieving officer during the famine years. The applications for relief from 
the Gweedore district were very numerous at that time. I have been in nearly 
all the houses, and there is great improvement as compared with former times. 
I have known the Gweedore district for more than 20 years, and the peasantry 
have been generally poor throughout the whole period. From all I know or 
could see, I believe the people never were better off than they are this year. 

I take all applications for relief, and bring the cases before the Board of 
Guardians. I never knew the guardians refuse relief to any person entitled 



The people in the Gweedore district were never well clothed. I have known 
people in that locality, with three or four cows, would not have a shilling’s 
worth of clothes on them. 

I think the clothing of the peasantry in that neighbourhood is no criterion 
as to their real circumstances. 

From all I have heard and seen, I believe the potato crop of last year was 
abundant, and the supply of provision in the union sufficient. 

James Friel. 



Sworn before me, this 23d February 1858, 



R. Hamilton. 



Daniel Gallagher , being duly sworn, states, — I have been collector of poor- 
rates for the divisions of Crossroads, Dunlewy, Magheraclogher, Meenaclady, 
and Gortahork, since the year 1847, and during that time I have had frequent 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the condition of the peasantry in the 
Gweedore and Cloughaneely districts, particularly in Cloughaneely, as I reside- 
about the centre of it 

I am also county cess collector in Cloughaneely. Since the famine of 1846 
— I never saw the people better off than they are this year. 

The potato crop of last year was most abundant, and in the course of my 
travels through the district I have not met with any case of destitution. 

There are some poor people on Mr. Nixon’s property, and I think perhaps 
their condition is not so good as it has been, but there is nothing like destitution 
amongst them. I speak of his property in Crossroads division. I do not think 
there are any families in my district living on seaweed ; there are no families 

198. C living 
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living on it, and I never saw the people of Cloughaneely better clothed than 
they are at present, and the women and children appear to have sufficient 
covering for their persons. 

In the electoral division of Magheraclogher there are 623 occupiers rated 
under 4 l., and only 12 over that sum, and in Meenaclady 282 under 4 l, and 
only five over that sum. 

The bedding used by the people is very bad. Mr. Olphert’s tenants have 
good bedding ; but the bedding of the people on other estates is not so good. I 
think the people are worse off for bedding than for anything else. 

I accompanied you with head constable Young through the townlands named 
in the list handed to me (annexed), and I have no hesitation in swearing that 
it is about the worst or most destitute part of the district. 

In the course of the walk I saw no case of real destitution, and in most of 
the houses visited found cattle and provisions, and the people were as well 
clothed as they usually are, and, with the exception of two or three children, the 
people I saw were sufficiently clad. Twenty families could not be subsisting on 
seaweed in the district without my knowing it. 

Daniel Gallagher. 

Sworn before me, 24th February 1858, 

R. Hamilton. 



Jack Gallagher, being duly sworn, states, — I am employed as bailiff on Mr. 
Olphert’s estate am well acquainted with the condition of the people in 
Cloughaneely, and I swear that their present condition is as good this year as 
it has been for some years past, and, as far as I know, I have observed no case 
of destitution amongst the peasantry, Mr. Olphert’s tenants, and I swear that 
a number of families from it are not subsisting on seaweed crops. The people 
have more food in their hands than they have had for the last five years. 

Last year’s crop of potatoes was the best for some time past, and there are 
quantities of potatoes in the country, and the price of them is 3 d. a stone at 
present. 

Jack Gallagher. 



Sworn before me, 24th February 1858, 

R. Hamilton. 



John Cruise , being duly sworn, states, — Am sub-inspector of police, and I took 
charge of the Dunfanaghy district on the 1st of July 1853. Gweedore and 
Cloughaneely are in my district, and I have been in the habit of visiting those 
localities twice and sometimes thrice a month, and have had frequent oppor- 
tunity of becoming thoroughly acquainted with the condition of the peasantry ; 
and from all I have seen and heard from the men under my command, I am 
of opinion that their present condition (considering the large sums of money 
levied from them) is as good, if not better, than it has been since I came to 
the district in 1853. 

In my visits, particularly in 1856 and 1857, and up to the present time, 
I have had personal knowledge of almost every family in the Gweedore and 
Cloughaneely districts, and decidedly no real case of destitution has come 
under my knowledge ; and I am satisfied, if real destitution existed, it must have 
come under my notice. I considered the people of those localities to have been 
in greater distress in the summer of 1856 than they were at any time since I 
had charge of the district. 

The people appear to be, generally speaking, warmly clothed, with some 
exceptions ; but their persons do not present a clean or tidy appearance, and, 
except in a few instances, the females do not wear shoes. 

I can conscientiously swear that, instead of 800 families subsisting on sea- 
weed crops, and other matters of such description in that locality, I do not 
believe there is a single family in such circumstances, nor do I think human 
beings could exist on such food ; and. as far as my knowlege goes, I have seen 
nothing, of the kind in the locality referred to, and I am certain it could not 
have existed there to any extent without in some shape or other coming under 
my notice. 

John F. Cruise. 

Sworn before me, 25th February 1858, 

R. Hamilton. 
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John Anderson, being duly sworn, s tates,-Am county inspector of consta- 
bulary for the county of Donegal; have during the last few days been em- 
ployed making a tour of mspection in the Gweedore portion of the county and 
I have passed through some of the most remote parts of the Gweedore and 
Cloughaneely districts, and I was surprised at this season of the year to see so 
much appearance of provisions about the dwellings of the people, and I was 
also surprised to see the peasantry looking so comfortable. In the course so 
my drives, 1 did not meet with a single case of destitution, and I did not see a 
single beggar. 1 made particular inquiries at the several police barracks if 
any destitution existed in the locality, and at each place was informed there 
was nothing of the kind. 

John Anderson , Co. Inspector, Donegal. 

Sworn before me, 25th February 1858, 

R. Hamilton. 



John Eduard Dyer , being duly sworn, states,— I was formerly a captain in the 
3d Light Dragoons. I took the shooting on Mr. Olpherts, in July last and I 
came to the Gweedore Hotel in the middle of August, and have resided there 
ever since, and during that period I have been constantly through the electoral 
divisions of Dunlewy, Gortahork, Meenaclady and Magheraclogher, and have 
observed the condirion of the peasantry in those divisions. When I first 
arrived, I was much struck by the superior appearance of the people as 
compared with the people of the same class in the County Kerry, where I had 
been residing for the last five years. I have also been shooting in Mayo and 
Galway, and I think the peasantry in this neighbourhood are better clothed, 
and more comfortable looking, than the peasantry in Erris, Connemara, and 
other parts of Galway. It is not more than two years since I have been in that 
part of the country. 

In the whole course of my walks (and I have been out every day I could get 
out), I have not met with a single case of real destitution ; and during the whole 
time I have been at he Gweedore Hotel, I have not seen more than three or 
four beggars, and they appeared to he regular trampers. 

If destitution existed to any extent in the divisions I have mentioned, I am 
satisfied I would have observed it. The people never asked me for alms as I 
passed through the villages. 

, „ J. E. Dyer. 

bworn before me, 25th of February 1858, 

R. Hamilton. 



William Young , , being duly sworn, states,— Am head constable of police, 
and have been in charge of the Gweedore station for the last seven years. 

As no collector could be found, 1 was appointed by the Government to 
collect the tax levied for extra police in 1857, which extra force was sent to 
the district in consequence of the malicious destruction of the Scotch sheep, 
the property of settlers who had taken the grazing of the mountains on 
the estates of Lord George Hill, Mr. Olpherts, and Mr. Woodhonse. The 
district on which this tax was levied is principally in Meenaclady and Maghe- 
raclogher electoral divisions; it was also levied on some townlands in 
Dunlewy division. 

There has only been one levy of police tax, amounting to 811 and every 
farthing of this sum has been collected, except 16 s. 9 d. At the commencement 
I had to distrain cattle in great numbers, but afterwards the money was paid 
freely. 

In addition to the tax assessed for extra police, a tax was assessed for the 
malicious destruction of sheep, and I was appointed to collect that tax in 
addition to the police tax. 

The amount of the sheep tax on Magheraclogher Electoral Division was — 
About - - - - £.864 12 7 

On Meenaclady - - 289 18 9 

On Gortahork (one townland) 35 4 - 



Total - - £1,189 15 4 

Thus making a total sum of about 2,000 l. to be levied off this portion of my 
district. J 

*9^* b 2 I expect 
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•Ardnagappany 
Magheraclogher. 
M agheragolleen. 
Derrybeg. 
Stranacorcragh. 
Lunniagh. 
Carrick. 

Strameekilmartin. 

Bunbeg. 

Knockastoler. 

Dore. 

Arduras. 

Meendery gam pie . 



I mentioned this 
family in my Re- 
port. 



R.H. 



I expect I shall get all the sheep tax (except about. 15 l.) before the coining 
assizes. In the course of collecting this money, I have been obliged to visit the 
people, and for the past fourteen years I have known the peasantry in the 
Gweedore district, and have had frequent opportunities of becoming thoroughly 
acquainted with their circumstances, and I have no hesitation in saying that 
their present condition is as good as I ever saw it. The supply of potatoes 
amongst them is abundant, much better than it has been for a number of years, 
and the oat crop was also a fair crop. 

The sheep tax was paid to me freely ; I had scarcely to distrain any cattle ; 
the money was brought to the barracks to me. 

I do not know a family in the whole of my district in real want. There is 
not a family, to my knowledge, living on seaweed. The clothing of the people 
is certainly not worse this year ; and I have never observed a person in 
Gweedore without sufficient covering on them. I have read the appeal made by 
the Roman-catholic clergymen, and I am satisfied there is no ground for repre- 
sentation of distress contained in that document. I am quite satisfied there is 
no destitution at all in Gweedore. 

I accompanied you through the houses on the fownlands named on the sheet 
handed to you (annexed),* and I can swear that those townlands are about the 
poorest in my district. We visited all the poorest looking houses, and in nearly 
every instance found cattle and provisions, and saw no case of destitution. 

Heard you ask Daniel M £ Bride if he knew any family in the district who were 
liv ng on seaweed ; and though he admitted he was thoroughly acquainted with 
the condition of the people, he said he did not know any family at the present 
■ time. 

Throughout all the potato fields there were abundance of pits still out, and 
in places far remote from any residence. In one or two instances, when the 
pits were opened, the potatoes looked sound and good. 

In the course of collecting the cess, 1 have got notes nearly covered with soot, 
and sovereigns and silver black, which money must evidently have been lying 
past for a long time. In nearly all cases in the district the cows and horses 
are kept in the same apartment as that occupied by the inhabitants, and the 
manure is allowed to accumulate into large heaps. In some of the houses 
visited to-day it was about four feet deep, and this is by no means an unusual 
thing. 

The bedding of the people is certainly of a very inferior description, but I 
do not consider that to be any criterion of their condition. I know people well 
able to purchase good bedding whose present bedding is of a very inferior 
description. I do not recollect seeing any family without some sort of 
a bed. 

I know Mulligal, whose children you pointed out to me as looking destitute, 
and I know that he has provision plenty, both potatoes and oats. His present 
wife is stepmother to the children alluded to, and that circumstance may 
account for their neglected appearance. 

No sickness at all exists amongst the peasantry ; -the people are healthy and 
well-looking. 

William Young , Head Constable. 

Sworn before me, this 24th February 1858, 

R. Hamilton, Poor Law Inspector. 



William Robinson , being duly sworn, — Am an elected guardian of Dunfanaghy 
Union, and have been employed for the last 16 or 1 7 years as agriculturist and 
general manager on Lord George Hill’s estate. I am a native of Scotland. 

I am thoroughly acquainted with the condition of the peasantry in Gweedore 
district. 

I consider that the people generally are in better circumstances this year 
than they have been any year since 1 came to Gweedore. 

I am of opinion there is more provisions and more cattle amongst them 
than I remember at any other time. 

I swear that there is no destitution whatever amongst’ them. I have read 
the appeal now handed to me, and signed by the Roman-catholic clergymen ; 
and as regards the statement of distress amongst the people, I swear there are 

no 
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no grounds whatever for the statements, and that there are no families in the 
neighbourhood without wholesome food. les in the 

t tu- hl i °* th ? P eo P le is as S° od this 7 ear as it generally is ; if anything 

I thmlt it is better. I have not seen any one without proper covering I hare 
direction from Lord George Hill to give bedding and flannel to fL of the 
tenants requiring it : but no applications have been made to me for any thing 
this year, and this is the first year that I had no application made to Le In 

catioVthTs S ye!i!-. Pe ° Ple aPpll ® d ‘° f<>r clothin S’ &c - ; but ‘here was no appli- 

I have also direction from Lord George Hill to give employment to any of 
the people at remunerative wages by task-work. A man could earn at any 
job I have set from I s. to 1 6 d. a day. No one has asked for work this year 

but i am well aware there are numbers of able-bodied men in the neighbour- 
hood but no one works at this time of the year. They commence work on 
their farms about the 17th of March; and after the crop is in the around they 
employ themselves burning kelp, and at the shore during the summer, and in 
harvest numbers of them go to England, Scotland. Large sums of money 
are earned by the burning of kelp ; it is a source of very remunerative employ- 
ment. Last year was a most favourable year for kelp burning, and the price 
obtained for it was much higher than usual, about from hi. 10 to 6 l io s 
a ton. 

I pay about from 500 /. to 600 1. yearly to the people on Lord George Hill’s 
estate for worsted stockings, which are knit by the women. 

As far as I know, there is no meal selling in the district ; the people are living: 
on potatoes. ° 

During the winter months the male population remain in a state of idleness ; 
they seldom or ever work on their land. 

Since I came here the rents never were so well paid by the tenants as this 
year. The holdings are very small ; but if the people were industrious, I have 
no doubt they could all support themselves. 



Sworn before me, 24th February 1858, 



William, Robertson. 



R. Hamilton. 



I was present at the digging out of the sheep from the holes they put into, 
and there can be no doubt whatever but that they were maliciously destroyed. 

W. R . 

John M‘Auley, being duly sworn, states, — I reside at Letterkenny, and am a 
guardian of that union. I have been in the habit of constantly visiting the 
district of Gweedore and Cloughaneely for the last 28 years, and I am well 
acquainted with the condition of the peasantry before Lord George Hill came 
to the country. I have been down there twice during the last three weeks, 
and from what I saw, am satisfied the people are as well off as they ever were, 
and I am quite sure they are much better off for clothing and bedding than 
they were when Lord G eorge Hill purchased the property. 

Sworn before me, 26th day February, 

R. Hamilton . 



I was employed as auctioneer to sell a part cargo of herrings at Burton Port 
within the last three weeks, and all the herrings were sold at once to the 
people, and paid for, and there was received from them upwards of 500 1. in 
cash, and I do think I could have sold four times as much, and am satisfied, 
from the description of purchasers, they were sold for the use of the people, 
and I believe they will be consumed in that locality. 

John M‘Auley . 



198. 
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Dietary for Healthy Inmates of Workhouse, 23d February 1858. 



Number 

of 

Class. 


CLASSES. 


BREAKFAST. 


DINNER OF 


SUPPER. 


TOTAL 
MEAL and MILK 
per day. 


Meal, &c. 


Potatoes, &c. i i 




Able-bodied working males | 


6 oz. meal and £ qt. 


8 oz. meal and f qt. 


34 lbs. potatoes and 


5 oz. meal and 4 qt. 


19 oz. meal and 1 qt. 






buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


$ qt. buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 




Able-bodied working fe- 


6 oz. meal and f qt. 


7oz. meal and f qt. 


34 lbs. potatoes and 1 


5 oz. meal and f qt. 


18 oz. meal and 1 qt. 




males. 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


A qt. buttermilk. 1 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 




Aged and infirm, and per- 


5 oz. meal and J qt. 


7 oz . meal and i qt. 


3 lbs. potatoes and 


4 oz. meal and 3 qt. 


16 oz. meal and 1 qt. 




sons above 15, not 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


J qt. buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 




working. 












4. 


Boys and girls above 9 and 


5 oz. meal and J qt. 


6 oz. meal and J qt. 


2 J lbs. potatoes and 


4 oz. meal and J qt. 


15 oz. meal and 1 qt. 




under 15. 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


a qt. buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 




Children above 5 and 


j 4 oz. meal and £ qt. 


5 oz. meal and f qt. 


lflbs. potatoes and 


3 oz. meal and ^ qt. 


12 oz. meal and 1 qt. 




under 9. 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


f qt. buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


buttermilk. 


6. 


Children above 2 • aud 


i 3 oz. meal and f qt. 


5 oz. meal and -J qt. 


If lbs. potatoes and 


2 oz. meal and f qt. 


10 oz. meal and f qt. 




under 5. 


! sweet milk. 


sweet milk. 


i qt. sweet milk. 


sweet milk. 


sweet milk. 


' 7. 


Infants under 2 years 


1 4 oz. meal, 4 oz, bre 


:ad, and 1 pint of sweet milk daily. 







The quantity of meal is to consist of $ oatmeal and f Indian meal. 

Patrick Coll, Clerk of Union. 



(No. 52/9, 1858). 

No. 7- — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Si r a . _ 1 March 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland desire to inform the guardians of Dunfanaghy Union, in reference to. 
their resolution of the 16th February last, that the Commissioners have now 
received Mr. Hamilton’s report of the result of the inquiry which he was 
directed by the Commissioners to make into the state of the Gweedore and 
Cloughaneely districts, together with the evidence which he took on oath in 
the course of that inquiry. 

Mr. Hamilton examined various witnesses who were conversant with the 
state of the districts, including four elected guardians of the union, the master 
of the workhouse, the relieving officer, the collector of poor-rates, the head con- 
stable of police at Crossroads, the head constable of police at Gweedore,. 
Mr. Cruise, sub-inspector of constabulary of Dunfanaghy district, and Mr. An- 
derson, the county inspector for Donegal. 

Mr. Hamilton also personally visited and inspected the dwellings of a great 
number of the poorest residents in those parts of the Gweedore district which 
were pointed out to him as containing the worst circumstanced part of the 
population by Head Constable Young and Collector Gallagher, who accom- 
panied him in that visitation. 

The Commissioners are glad to be enabled to inform the Guardians that their 
resolution . denying the truth of certain published statements alleging that 
distress exists in the Gweedore and Cloughaneely districts is fully borne out by 
Mi’. Hamilton s report, and the evidence accompanying it. 

Ihe Commissioner will forward in due course a copy of the minutes of 
evidence for the information of the Guardians ; but they think it important to. 
lose no time in stating that all the evidence concurs in representing the con- 
dition of the peasantry in Gweedore and Cloughaneely as far better at. present than 
at any time since the period of the famine, and that no apprehension whatever 
exists in the locality of any person suffering from want of the common neces- 
saries of life. 

On 
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On the contrary, it appears that, notwithstanding the severe tax latelv levied 
on the district, the rents and the ordinary taxe° s have Te 4 puncSly^d 
exactly paid, and that a greater abundance of provisions was never observed 
about the dwellings of the inhabitants at this period of the year ; that there is a 
remarkable absence not only of applications for public relief and private cliarity 
but even of applications for employment ; and, finally, that the district is in a 
good sanitary state, the amount of disease, according to the medical officer’s 
report, being much less than in former years at this season. 



To the Clerk Dunfanaghy Union. 



By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 5539, 1858.) 

No. 8.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
2d March 1858. 

N n R 44 b 1 SSR fr b m - the P f 001 ’ Law Commis5ioI >erib dated 22 d February 1858, 

rtelfith ^FSr^Is« referen< ;- \ resolution of the Board of Guardians of 
4 ,! , ! ! 858 t ’J ' e ff S mg the Commissioners to institute an inquiry 

into the alleged state of destitution in Gweedore. 4 ' 

Letter from same of the 1st instant, No. 5279 , 1858, relating to, and com- 
menting on the result of Mr Hamilton’s report on the aheged destitution Tn 
the districts of Gweedore and Cloghaneely & 

Letter from the Rev. John Doherty, P.P., of Rossguili, parish of Meevagh, 
as Honorary Secretary ol the Committee of the Gweedore and Cloghaneei; 
Relief Fund, requesting to be furnished with the names of the Guardians who 
composed the Board on the 16th of February last, and a copy of the minutes of 
that day’s proceedings. 

Ordered,— That the clerk refer Mr. Doherty to the Poor Law Commissioners 
for the information wanted. 



(No. 5279, 1858.) 



No. 9. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, 

® ir ’ Dublin, 6 March 1858. 

With reference to that part of the letter addressed to you on the 1st instant, 
in which it wap stated that a copy of the evidence taken by Mr. Hamilton on 
his recentinquiry into the state, of the Gweedore and Cloughaneely districts, would 
be forwarded in due course, the Commissioners for administering the laws for 
relief of the poor in Ireland now forward to you, to be laid before the Board of 
Guardians of Dunfanaghy Union, a copy of the evidence referred to.* 



To the Clerk Dunfanaghy Union. 



By order, & c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



ip 8. 
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COPIES of Correspondence between 

of that District; — and, of the Report 
Mr. Hamilton, the Poor Law Inspector. 



(Sir Edmund Hayes.) 
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